HIZPORY OF 9di PULLSKI COUNTY COUNGIL FOR RELARDED A5D B{GEST ION.L
PERSONS, INC.

Barly in 1955, hrs. Virgil Holl, Lirs, Don Flsher and lirs. J. Otils
Duck made the first effort to pet special education services for
their sons. After being responsible for éalling several meetings
of interested persons itogether the Council fof Retarded and Bxceot-
ional Persons was organized with the following officers: president,
Vreg. Jo Otis Buck; Viceufresident, lirge Virgil Holl, Secrectory, Hrs.
Don Figher; and treasurer, Leo ioncels The original purpose of the
grony was to sﬁfficiently interest zroups and individuals 1o empioy
a teacher and begiln a class for the slow learning children of the
county. A representative from tye State Department of Public Inge
truction had advised the group to do this to indicate to the Doparte
ment and the local school boards their need for such services.

fund raising efforts were initiated, ur, Henry Colgrive and Rev.
Howerd Bower tool the cause to all the organizations in the county.
Mr. and Mrs.louls Salla, irs. Nell Brown, iirs. Harry hoss and Mrs.
Michael Garigan supported the above named officers in their efforts
to contact individwals and groups for finaneial support. The
response, both financially and morally, was most gratifying. The
Council now needed to expand and o Board of Directors was added
with the following; Mr. Chrig Frozier, WMrs. Floronce Earp, .
Harry Lund, brs., Virgil Holl, kir. Loo iionecel, Rev, Howard Bower,

kir. Henry Colgrove, Mrs. J. Otis Buck, and Mrs, Don'Fishéf. The
first incorporation certiricote was isgsued by the stabe in .iarech
1955.

The first spociul education cluss was organized in the Community
Holl of the Christian Church in September 1955 congisting of 16
pupils with Mrs. [lorence Barp as teacher and ivs. J. Otls Buek

ag the helper. .o got along fine and were hoppy wit: the WOTK,
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We still had work to do, the Council wanted the class to be an ox~
tended service of a public school system. After resc:rch and study
- & group of the parents appeared before the Pulaski County Board of
Education and presented thelr findings, needs and reasons. The
Board of Educationconsisted of lvr. G. W. Gorichs, Superinténdent;
township trustees-~Joseph Capouch, Cags, Joseph #rite; Jefferson;
George Logan, White Post; Sherald Bonnell, Harrison; Russcll
Bonnell, Indian Creek; Avthur Cramer, Pranklin; Ross Nelson, Salom:
Neal Hiatt, Van Buren; Eddie Bushman, Boaver; Arthur Selmer, Rich
Grove;_R. Re Shaw, Monroe; and Arthur Pugh, Tippecance, This
group studiecd the reguest, lator voted unanimously to add .1z new
phage of education to the Pulaski. County school system, In Jan-
nary 19566 our private special education class became a class in
the public schools and was elegible for a poriion of the operating
cost from the State Aid Funds, The Department of Public Instruct-
ion made a ruling that all speoial educction classes must be located
on a ground floor so the seoond year tho class was moved to the
educational building of the Presbyterion Church,with the same staif,
and Michoel Gorslki joined our class. We ended the yeor with 16
pupils, We realized that we needed $o havo two classes and pro- .
cesded fo look for a second tencher,
In September oFf 1957 tho clossce were moved to the Ripley School
and we nomed ourselves the Aurora school. Mras., Henrietto Perguson
Joined us to teach the lLi~l class while irs. Barp taught tho M-2
clags, The Council initiasted the hot lunch program by buying kit
chen oquipment during the yeor. The teachers anad pupils pr¢ .ared
the lunches, The REMC of Wanatah, Indiona donated the dishwasher;

the Fratornal Order of Police donated a uscd rofrigerator; the Lions



S
Club of Knox donated dishes, and Mr, Cloyde Earp donctod the labor
to instoll tho sinkse Mrs. John Thurman come %o be our cook; sho
stayed with us until Mrs, Russoll Stankus took over the cooling in
Februpry 1964.
In October 1957, we werc saddencd by the sudden decth of liichacl
Gorgki, o pupil in Mrs. Ferguson's il=-l closse. IFrionds of the family
donated money in his memory and his parents provided a workbeneh for
the school in his memory. In 1958 Mrs., Laverne Rembogki, North
Judson presented the school with a large room clock in memcry of hor
father Ernost Arlt,
Hoxold Franks followed Marcin Newmon Terry and Homer Gole as teacher
for the M-1l class in Scptember 1968,
It scoms that overy club or orgaonization in the county has helped
us in our cndeavor with gifts, poartics, ond continuouns intorest in
the work. This has been greatly approciated and it s been challenge
ing to thosc who have worked with the gausc.
During the ten years of our oporations 80 children lhcove heon through
our closses. 0f this number four are regularly cmployed, Four arc
married and maintoin homes, four returncd to regular classes, three
arc in state institulions, six arc trainces a2t the Habilitotion
Conter, twenty-two aro still in school, Others moved away and we
have lost track of theme Xnox Contor aond Fulton County started
gpcoial oducation classcs so they claimed those we had enrolled.
At prosont we have pupils Zrom North-Judson~San Pierfe and lofft-
Whoatfleld Corporations besides, Monroo and Puloski County School
Corporation.
Other projeots thc Council for Retarded and Exceptional Persons

hove supported are: le. Encourage, and in several cases with the
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help of thoe Crippled Children's Soclety, help finanee the summer
comps. 2. Helped Tinonco four children for the County Historical
trip. 3. Poid the deficit of the hot lunch program. 4. Offer a
$100.,00 gcholarship for anyono whe will qualify themselves s
spcoial oducction personnel. bHe Orgonized the Pulaski Cngty
Habilitotion Ccntcr,
Mr. and livs. George Trinosky, Nerth Judson left a portion of thoir
ostate to our Couneil knowing of our offorts to holp the hardibappod
ond wighing to do something to oid us to go the secdond mile. This
gift modo 1t posgible to move aheoad with our plons Zor the Habili-
tation Centcr at Star City. Tho purpose of the Coentor is to offor
vocoational $raining for the graduates of the M-2 closs. Here 1t is
detormined what type of work coch trainoe can do most cificiently
and his skllls arc developed until the dircetor focls this individe
ucl is ready to hold his placce in competitive cmployment. He then
is helped to got a jobs Follow-up counsclling and further training
is continued wherc necdod, iy, Honry Jones, Logansport, is our
dircctor. DPunds to keep the Centcer continuous aro dorived from
the Unitod Fund, County tox funds, individual and group dca.tiong,
ond gront-in-oid (o state fund},
Programs for the Rotardod are not complote in this county. The
Council for Rotarded and Exceptional Persons hove in their future
plans o Day-~carc Centor for the pro-school age child, o Community
(linic wheroe counsolling ofrparonts and ehiléron can be done and
psychological ond psychiotric treatment may bo aceorplisheds A
survey by tho Regioncl Mentel Health Survey ond Plorning Committeo
is now underway cond it may provo feoaglblo to organize the lattor

on a neoighboring county basis.



